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present second award to our
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To our special Band of Brothers and
their families:

| truly hope you are reading our
Mustang News in good health and
spirits. Again my thoughts are about
you and your families hoping you
had a Happy Thanksgiving, A Merry
Christmas and A Happy New Year.

Our reunion at Myrtle Beach was
relaxing and enjoyable for all that
were able to attend. The weather
was clear and crisp. The days
warmed up as the week progressed.
The food was outstanding. Chef Al
Smith again did a wonderful job
preparing our meals.

Our guest of honor Lt. Col. William
Royce Price gave an outstanding
power point presentation on our
current two front war. He covered
our troops serving in both countries.
He showed us pictures of our troops
carrying out their assigned mission
in both Iraq and Afghanistan. His
presentations of equipment and the
development of our anti-1.E.D.
devices were most informative. |
only wish more members could
have heard his presentation.

One of the few privileges the
Commander has is the passing out
of our Helmet awards. This year |
gave out awards to the following

Commander’s
Message
by Stephen Shivers

people that have provided support
to N.O.B.C. at our annual reunions
in 2007, 2008 and 2009. The first
Helmet award went to Chef Al
Smith. Over the past three years,
Chef Smith had put in a special effort
to ensure our food was the best
possible. His bread pudding has
always been the attention getter. It
was hard keeping Past Commander
Bob Evans away from the pudding
pan. We also gave Helmet awards
to Tom Perrone and his Color Guard
from the Border Detachment South
Carolina Marine Corps League. They
served us well in 2007, 2008 and
2009.

Helmet Awards also went to off
going board members Virgil L.
“Butch” Goewey and James L.

Thompson. Jim again gave us his
words of wit and historical truth as
only he can. He had us all laughing
and his remarks gave us a proper
closing out for the evening.

| have long been of the opinion that
three men have walked the extra
mile for N.O.B.C. It gave me great
pleasure to present second awards
of the Commanders Trophy. Our
Past Commander and PX Officer
Gilbert H. “Gib” Bolton was the first
one that came to mind. Gib gave us .
several new procedures as
commander like our change of
command ceremony and the
passing of the organizational colors,
Our N.O. B. C. Medal, and the
N.O.B.C. Information book. He
introduced new items into the PX
inventory. Shirts and jackets are an
example of his endeavor. Thank you
Gib for all you have done. The
second award went to Past
Commander and Military Coalition
Reporter Dr. Robert “Bob” Evans. We
all know Bob served as commander
for four years. He represented
N.O.B.C. on the Military Coalition
and authored the article in our
Mustang News for a number of
years. | know of no other person that
could have accomplished this as
successfully as Dr. Bob. I thank you.
It gives me great pleasure to

(Continued on page 4)
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Our Leaders Are Asking For Patience

The area of the World Trade
Center represents our nation’s
financial strength. Obviously
some of that strength has been
greatly reduced since 11 Sep-
tember. [t has helped us to “turn
away from our obsession with
personal peace and affluence”
as theologian Francis Schaeffer
recommended. National leaders are quot-
ing theBible and calling for prayer. People
are praying for each other and asking for
prayers. And at last even the media are
treating faith with respect. Our leaders are
also asking us to use patience in dealing
with this. It may take months, even years,
before we are satisfied. We must realize
that the only true security lies in God’s
mercy. All this will require much patience.
Perfect patience is an attribute of God.
People have patience, some more than
others, but never perfect. God expects us
to be patient—it is one of the 9 fruits of
the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). It is inter-
esting that the King James version calls it
“long suffering!” That’s especially true for
us now that we are dropping bombs and
committing troops to the ground.

All of us must deal with having our pa-
tience tried but remember to wait on the
Lord’s timing—God is seldom early, but
never late. Trust in the Lord’s sovereignty
over all things. “He who waits on the Lord
loses no time” (Vance Havner). But wait-

Warren Schilling

ing gets tough—we had hoped
for victory without war. Often we
have learned to persevere, but
that is not patience. In the Bible,
Job showed both. “You know that
the testing of your faith devel-
ops perseverance” (James 1:3).
Before 11 September it was
easy to see moral compromise
had brought things into movies, TV, schools
and other areas of our culture that would
have been unthinkable 10 years ago. “The
wicked strut about when what is vile is
honored among men” (Psalm 12.8). Now
leaders and many people looking at these
faults are taking action to improve moral-
ity in these areas. Someone said “People
need to be reminded more than in-
structed.” But both of these are available
from books by well know preachers and
theologians—and hopefully from our own
pastor. “ May the Bible be preached with
clarity and force, not cleverness and farce.”
Then when things aren’t going well we will
have a background to help us learn from
our faults and failures. “Humble yourselves
under God’s almighty hand that He may
lift you up in due time. Cast all your cares
on Him because he cares for you” (Peter
5:6-7). And support your church by using
your talents and abilities. Give God finan-
cial support before you spend much on
trivial things. Give what is right—not what

i 1
is left! Fall 2001

From the Hawaii
Editor’'s Desk
by Bill “Scotty” Wynn
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NOBC News

TAPS

for Mustangs answering

their final muster:

088L.-James F. Carlson-CA
757 -Kenelman H. Eden, Jr.-AZ
1037 -John H. Kerins-PA
1132-Clarence A. Konopacki~-AZ
766-James B. MacNay-INY
1147 -James P. Miller-INC

Note: We depend on family members, friends and members to
inform us of the deaths of our members. Please provide Stan
Schmucker, Admin. & Fin. Officer, with pertinent information and
details as soon as possible. Thank you.

Taps
There will be a great encampment
In the land of clouds today.
A mingling and a merging
Of our })oys who've gone away.
Thoug}l on earth t}ley are (lisl)an(ling,
They are very close and near,
For those brave and honored heroes
Show no sorrow, shed no tear.
They have lived a life of glory,
History pins their medals high,
Listen to the thunder roHing,
They are marching in the slzy!

-Artus Nottinglzam Cltappus

No Retiree Cola in 2010

It was higher oil prices last year that led to the
largest annual cost-of-living adjustment to federal
entitlements since 1982. Good thing, too. Lowered
oil prices since then will almost certainly block any
COLA this year for military retirees, federal civilian
retirees, Social Security recipients, survivor beneft
annuitants or disabled veterans.

(

Letters from NOBC Next of Kin

NOBC widows or next of kin receive a plaque
and citation honoring their late husbands from
Gib Bolton

Penelope Manzella:

The memorial plaque arrived yesterday. | was
so surprised and grateful to receive it - so hand-
some and nicely framed. David would have
been most gratified. One of our grandsons
wants it very badly amd will be given to him on
his birthday.

Many thanks to you from me and his family.

\. J/

Tricare Retiree Dental Premium Increase

The first annual premium rate change took effect on
October 1, 2009 for the second contract year October 1,
2009 thru September 2010. Changes for the 3rd and 4th
years will be effective October 1, 2010 thru October 1,
2011 and October 1, 2011 thru September 20, 2012,
respectively. This annual premium adjustment is

automatic and will be reflected in the allotment from -

your retired pay or, if you are billed directly, in your
payment coupons or EFT (electronic funds transfer) debit
applicable to your October 1 payment. To find out the
new premium rates for your region, use the online
premium search.

Sign at a Scottish golf course:
“Members will refrain from picking up lost golf
balls until they have stopped rolling.”

“O, Sandy,” sighed the wife one morining. “I'm
convinced my mind is almost completely gone!”
Her husband looked up from the newspaper and
finally commented, “I'm not surprised: you've
been giving me a piece of it every day for going
on twenty years.”
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(Continued from page 1)

pleasure to present a second award to our Financial
Officer. Mr. N.O.B.C. himself our own Stanley W.
Schmucker. Stanley there is not enough words to thank
you for all you have done for this organization throughout
the years. Saying thank you seems much too simple.

I have long realized that at our age and health issues
can change what we say in January. These two things
can keep us from accomplishing our original intent in
October. | had 142 members respond to the survey
cards. Eighty-nine folks said no due to health issues.
The next number was twenty-on‘é members did say
Myrtle Beach and South Carolina. We tried to extend
the life of our organization last year by the change in
our constitution and by-laws. The number needed for a
quorum was15. We reduced the number to 10 members
present in order to conduct business. We hoped this
would allow us to continue into the near future. We in
fact had ten members registered for this reunion.
Unfortunately, we had only nine present. This was the
second year in a row we failed to meet the numbers
needed to have a quorum.

We have four major problems. First, we are running out
of our financial capability to continue the publishing of,
four yearly copies of the Mustang News. There are no
new enlisted personnel on activity duty receiving combat
or direct commissions from our current war. Our age
and health does not allow us to assemble enough
members to our annual reunion to conduct business.
We are losing between 25 and 35 members each year

due to death and those that have stopped their payment
of annual dues. | do remember when we had some 1,500
members on our rolls. We are down into the three
hundred numbers this year.

We had this discussion during the board of directors
meeting. It took the board well over an hour to reach the
conclusion that we cannot continue N.O.B.C. as we have
in the pass. After the motion was made and we had a
second. The board with all present in total agreement
voted to close the organization down. We agreed to
close down at a formal ceremony in the month of june in
the year 2010. Our Board of Director Member Bob Clark
and Past Commander Bob Evans who live in the
Washington area will make up our planning committee
for our final meeting in 2010. Our Historian James W.
Plate and Administrative Officer Stanley Schmucker and
the committee will handle the depositing of our records.
N.O.B.C.’s organizational colors will go to Arlington
National Cemetery.

It was with a heavy heart that this decision had to be
made. The board agreed we would go out like the warriors
we were when we came in. Our shoulders back, heads
high, taking a full 30-inch step and our Colors flapping in
the breeze. We will keep you posted on our final assembly
for our special band of brothers. God bless you ali!

| remain Semper Fidelis.

Steve Shivers

Just Kidding!!

When a man steals your wife, there is no better
revenge that to let him keep her.
David Bissonette

| had some words with my wife and she had
some paragraphs with me.
Sigmund Freud

Woman inspires us to great things, and prevents
us from achieving them.
Anonymous

The great question...which | have not been able to
answer...is, ‘What does a woman want?
Dumas

I've had bad luck with both wives. The first one left
me, and the second one didn't.
James Holt McGavra

Two secrets to keep your marriage brimming
1. Whenever your're wrong, admit it.
2. Whenever your're right, shut up.

Patrick Murra

The most effective way to remember your wife's
birthday is to forget it once...
Nash

A good wife always forgives her husband when
she’s wrong. Rodney Dangerfield



2009 Convention/Reunion 5

Monday, October 19

As customary, the Hospitality Room, or “Foxhole”
as it is better known, was the gathering place for all.
[t was open for business at the appointed time of
1200 hours and was amply supplied with a variety
of snacks and a cooler with ice and libations. All this
thanks to the efforts of Commander Steve Shivers
and PNC Robert Evans. Also prominently displayed
for pick-up were the registration folders containing
the name tags, schedule of activities and list of those
registered. "

Tuesday, October 20

Many took advantage of breakfast in the Brass
Anchor adjacent to the Foxhole prior to the start of
the Board of Directors meeting at 1000 hours.
Administrative and Finance Officer Stan Schmucker
presented the Board with the current account
balances: Operating - $6,908.29; Life - $1,375.71;
Reserve - $3, 459.32. The financial statement was
accepted and approved by the Board.

Mustang Pony Dan Hunt presented the Board with
the name of Tanner L. York, grandson of Virgil L.
Goeway (819L) for the John C. Angier Ill Memorial
Scholarship Award. Tanner is a freshman at Oregon
State University, majoring in Civil Engineering and
participates in the Army ROTC program.

Cocktails for the evening buffet began at 1800
hours. Everyone was in good spirits when it was
made known that Chef Al who delighted us in 2007
and 2008 with his bourbon bread pudding was still
on board.

Following the meal was the 50/50 Lottery
drawing. The winning tickets were:

$500 - Francis A. Steichen

$300 - Marie Burke (widow)

$200 - Paul C. Dusseau

$100 - Isabelle Q. Hernandez (widow)

Since there were no nominations for the Board of
Directors, James Thompson and Virgil Goeway were
retained for another year.

Wednesday, October 21
The Memorial Service began with the presentation
of the Colors by the Border Detachment, South

Carolina Marine Corps League. This was followed by
the Pledge of Allegiance, the posting of the Colors
and the singing of the National Anthem.

Following the Invocation, National Commander
Steve Shivers delivered a very inspiring and moving
Memorial Message. Next was the lighting of the
Memorial Candle and the reading of the names of
our departed members in the past year. This was
followed by the prayer and the sounding of Taps.
The service concluded with the extinguishing of the
Memorial Candle.

185L
832L
701L
205L
187

824L
757

454L
048L
112L

1132 Clarence Konopacki-AZ
223L \Valentine Larsen-TX
766  James B. MacNay-NY
091L David B. Manzella-RI
786  Tadeus B. Matlosz-N]
1147 James P. Miller-NJ
975L Byrel A. Moore-NM
1055L James M. Phipps-FL
139L Thomas B. Pierce-NV
361L Carl L. Pohlad-MN
377L John |. Schreibeis-NC
483  Fred |. Webster-TX

Herman F. Buie-FL
Norman T. Byrnes-FL
Ralph A. Casperson-MI
Charles D. Clements-PA
Arhur V. Corley-OK
Roy M. Duff-MT
Kenelman H. Eden, Jr.-AZ
Eric Frank-CA

Scheller L, Garlock-MD
Jack L. Higgins-NV
510L Bernard Jacobson-FL
1037 John N. Kerins-PA
1049L George ]. Koch-PA

The formal banquet began at 1800 with cocktails
followed by the Posting of the Colors, after which
which Commander Shivers presented each member
of the Border Detachment with a Helmet Award for
their services. After the meal, keynote speaker LTC
William R. Price delivered a thought provoking
presentation covering the current military situation.
At the conclusion of his presenttion, LTC Price was
presented with a miniature Commander’s Trophy.
Commander Shivers next presented 2d time
Commander’s Trophy to PNC Robert C. Evans as
NOBC'’s representative on The Military Coalition; PNC
Gilbert H. Bolton as long time PX Officer (in absentia);
and Stanley W. Schmucker as long time
Administrative and Finance Officer.

All were invited to the Foxhole to meet LTC and
Mrs. Price and to continue the camaraderie of the
evening.

Thursday October 22

The morning broke with a significant number of
the attendees at the “Get-Away” continental
breakfast, reminiscing on the activities of the past
few days and wishing each other a safe trip home
and good health in the coming year.



NOBC News 6

J. J. Witmeyer, Jr., Made a Chevalier De La Legion D’Honneur by French President

The President of France has bestowed a military
honor upon J. J. Witmeyer, Jr., the national historian
emeritus of the Military Order of the Purple Heart.
He is a native of New Orleans, a lifelong resident
of Louisiana and a long-term resident of LA.
Witmeyer is a Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur.
This is France’s highest award, established by
Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802, and now bestowed
by the president of France for military and civilian
achievements of eminent merit. In announcing the
award, France’s Ambassador to the United States,
Pierre Vimont, stated that Witmeyer received the
honor as a sign of France’s true and unforgettable
gratitude and appreciation for contributing to the
United States’ decisive role in the liberation of
France during World War Il. France further honored
Witmeyer by inviting him to participate in the D-
Day+65 Years commemorative event held in
Normandy as a guest of the French Republic.

Witmeyer enlisted in the Army in 1942, served
during World War Il as an infantry company
commander and returned from Europe as a 1st Lt.

He received four Bronze Stars (including “V” device),
two Purple Hearts, two Presidential Citations,
European Campaign medal with five battle stars,
Good Conduct Medal, Army of Occupation Medal,
Combat Infantryman’s Badge and other military
decorations and awards. His combat wounds were
received in France, at La Haye du Puits and, later, on
the Siegfried Line. He fought with the 3 14th Infantry
Regiment and 79th Infantry Division as units of the
First, Third, Seventh and Ninth U.S. Armies.
Witmeyer is Secretary and Director, 314th Infantry
Association World War [, Inc. (veterans organization
of members of the 314th Infantry Regiment and sister
units of the 79th Infantry Division, liberator of
Cherbourg, France); and a member, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, American Legion, Military Officers
Association of America, Military Order of the World
Wars, Combat Infantryman’s Association and
National Order of Battlefield Commissions. He serves
as a docent, National World War Il Museum, New
Orleans; Vice President, Greater New Orleans
Veterans Council, and a member, Mayor of New
Orleans Military Advisory Committee.

The John C. Angier Il Memorial Scholarship Recipient

Tanner L. York
Mustang Pony #150

Grandson of Virgil “Butch” Goewey
Mustang 829L

Freshman at Oregon State Liniversity
Major in Civil Engineering
Participating in Army ROTC Program

High Schooi Achievements

Over 200 hours of Community Service

Student body Vice President (junior year) and
President (Senior Year)

Captain of Swim Team and Co-Captain of the
Polo Team

Peer-tutor in Math Lab (senior year)
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Thus, the simple step of recognizing the service of those who
spend twenty years or more as meriting the distinction of being
called a veteran is a major issue for them, one of pride and one
of having their sacrifices recognized. We now have a Total
Force that includes the Guard and Reserve Components. They
wear the same uniforms and earn the same medals and awards.
They have earned through their service the honor of being
called “veteran.”

Support for legislation to correct this inequity is a top priority
of the Guard/Reserve, Veterans, and Retiree Committees of
The Military Coalition. Thank you for your leadership on this
initiative and we look forward to working with you to ensure
this legislation is enacted.

Sincerely,
The Military Coalition

Signatures attached

limagine you have read our Commander’s Message and have
had time to digest its contents, particularly in reference to our
planned flag retirement at mid year 2010. This is indeed sad
news, but our founding fathers were adamant that NOBC was
not to become a “last man standing” organization. To retire
our colors in a dignified way while there are still members
available to attend certainly is both fitting and proper. To this
end, Bob Clark and | are co-chairmen in planning and executing
a formal retirement of the NOBC colors. We have a site at the
Arlington Cemetery for a formal ceremony; we are working
on logistics (speakers, housing, transportation, etc.), and we
have a tentative date of 9 June 2010.

| have included the above paragraph essentially to ask each
reader, who wishes, to send me (rcevans@mmm.com) or Bob
Clark (Robert.L.Clark1.ctr@usmc.mil) any ideas or requests you
might have as we begin to firm up the june ceremony.



